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VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
Colonel Hugh Purcell Chief Executive
Regiment while C Company are now part
of the 5th Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

Welcome to our review of 2017 which
I hope gives you a flavour of the
Reserves and Cadet activity during
the year.
In the past twelve months we have
opened three new Joint Cadet Centres,
another is in the pipeline and we are
on the way to revitalising RAF Kenley
as a modern home for RAF Air Cadet
gliding. So there is much to celebrate
in the health and vitality of the cadet
movement. Our challenge this year is
to sustain that programme of
improvement and invigorate
engagement with young people.
For London’s Reserves 2017 has been
one of change with the handover of
command at many units including
HMS PRESIDENT, RMR London,
The London Regiment, 71 Signal
Regiment and 600 Squadron. Their
new Commanding Officers face a
variety of challenges not least in
making the reconfiguration of the
capital’s infantry Reserves a success.
The London Regiment has seen two
established companies depart, with
B Company joining the newly formed
4th Battalion Princess of Wales’s Royal

F (Rifles) Company are on the move
both organisationally and physically
as they relocate to Hammersmith and
become part of The London Regiment
alongside G (Guards) Company forming
in Kingston. It is GL RFCA’s role to
provide the facilities and support to make
the reconfiguration of this Regiment as
smooth as possible given the financial
constraints facing the whole of Defence.
This past year has seen London Reservists
from all three Services mobilised to
support operations across the globe
including providing humanitarian relief
after successive hurricanes devastated
many Caribbean islands. In Fulham House
HQ we look forward to the return in March
of our Head of Engagement Niall Ahern
who has been on deployment spending
six months serving with the RAF in the
Falkland Islands.
Finally, warmest congratulations on their
well-deserved Knighthoods in the New
Year’s Honours list to our President,
Ken Olisa and the City Association
past President, Dr Andrew Parmley.

London Bridge and Cadet London Bridge are published every January.
We always welcome feedback, so if you have any comments or suggestions
please contact us. Equally if you would like to submit an article for future
issues of either newsletter, please email it by 1 December to Mark Demery:
gl-comms@rfca.mod.uk or call 020 7384 4671

£100

The best article in London Bridge submitted by
a unit or individual will receive £100. The star
article for this issue can be found on page 21.

Front Cover
Members of University of
London Officer Training
Corps sailing to Reykjavik

RESERVIST AWARDS

London Reservist of the Year
An Army Reservist who raised thousands of
pounds to help an injured comrade has been
named joint London Reservist of the Year.
Every day for six months Acting Corporal Francis McCabe
(on left) sat by the bedside of a friend and colleague while
he was in an induced coma having suffered massive brain
trauma in an accident.
As the patient began rehabilitation, ACpl McCabe of
D (London Irish Rifles) Company, The London Regiment,
single-handedly organised a black tie charity evening.
The aim was to raise £12,000 to buy an electric
wheelchair to aid his mobility and recovery; the event
exceeded expectations raising more than £15,000.
In recommending ACpl McCabe for the Award, Lieutenant
Colonel Tim Smart, Commanding Officer of The London
Regiment said: “In deciding to organise this event, ACpl
McCabe demonstrated his selfless commitment. He has
acted as organiser, planner, decorator, manager, negotiator,
ticket seller, and master of ceremonies – in doing so he
showed leadership beyond his rank and loyalty to a fellow
Reservist.”
After being presented with the award ACpl McCabe said:
“I’m very humbled to receive an award like this. When you
do the things you do for other people you don’t think about
getting anything back for it, it’s a nice surprise and I feel
very proud.”

Sharing the Reservist of the Year Award and the London Pride
Trophy was Colour Sergeant (CSjt) Neil Campbell of F Company,
7 RIFLES (on right).
He was nominated for his outstanding performance in training
and nurturing recruits by Major Peter Bull, Officer Commanding
F Company, 7 RIFLES who said: “While he operates very well as
part of a strong team, he is the centrifugal point of it –
demanding of high standards, reliable, consistent, experienced
and enthusiastic. The recruits and training team do not want to
let this honest, hardworking and honourable Senior NCO down.”
Colour Sergeant Campbell said he’d been unaware he was even
entered for the award until a week before the Awards ceremony.

“This is recognition of doing your job the best you can, if I’m
doing that anything else is a bonus.”

The runner-up Reservist of the Year
was Petty Officer Kevin Cribb from
HMS PRESIDENT.
A Royal Naval Reservist for 37 years, PO Cribb is
responsible for managing the ship’s guard ceremonial
training. His Commanding Officer, Commander John
Herriman described Kevin Cribb as:

“A hugely impressive and inspiring Senior Rate
with outstanding ability, Petty Officer Cribb performs
to the highest standards that exemplify what is expected
of a Reservist.”
The London Pride Reservist of the Year Trophies were
presented to the winners by The Lord-Lieutenant of
Greater London Ken Olisa.
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ARMED FORCES DAY/RESERVES DAY

Army Reserve Entrepreneur
raises £2.2m for tech start-up
The WeWork office in Old Street
is just what you’d imagine a
technology-focused shared space
to be – guests sign in on an iPad
to a backdrop of comfy sofas,
modern art and the aroma of
freshly roasted coffee.
But when Charles Taylor bounds down the stairs
he’s not quite the picture most people have of a
tech entrepreneur because Lance Corporal Taylor
is wearing his military uniform to celebrate
Reserves Day.
For the last three and a half years LCpl Taylor has
served with 3 Military Intelligence Battalion,
completing his training while also starting a new
business from scratch.
That’s meant taking on the physically and mentally
demanding courses to qualify as a soldier and

military intelligence specialist while also coaxing
£2.2 million from venture capitalists to get his
graduate careers and internship app ‘debut.careers’
off the ground. Negotiations to raise those
investments include a provision specifying
Charles’s Army Reserve commitments. Far from
putting people off, he says service in the
Reserves is a strong selling point:

“When investors look at a business the first thing
they’re interested in is the people behind the project,
what drives and motivates them, will they be up to
the challenges ahead. When they learn I’m in the
Army Reserve they see that as a positive
demonstration of resilience and determination to
succeed. In my civilian job I’m a thinker, as a
Lance Corporal I’m a doer.”

City of London flies the flag for Armed Forces Day
The Armed Forces Day flag flew over
the City of London’s Guildhall
as a mark of respect, admiration
and affection for UK Armed Forces.
London’s Reservists from the Royal Navy, Army
and Royal Air Force were joined on parade in
Guildhall Yard by cadets and veterans from all
three Services.
The flag raising ceremony was presided over by
the Lord Mayor of The City of London, Dr Andrew
Parmley, in the presence of members of the City
of London Corporation and senior military figures
from all three Services.

Reserves exercise Freedom of
Ealing on Armed Forces Day
Reserves from 562 (Southall) Transport Squadron Royal
Logistic Corps (RLC) exercised their Freedom of Ealing on
Armed Forces Day with a march from the Town Hall.
The Squadron, part of 151 Regiment RLC, were joined by local Army Cadets,
RAF Air Cadets and veterans from the Ex-British Gurkha Association on a
parade led by the Mayor of Ealing, Councillor Simon Woodroofe and
Representative Deputy Lieutenant for Ealing, Richard Kornicki.
At the end of the parade Mr Kornicki presented Deputy Lieutenant’s certificates
in recognition of their outstanding example to Cadet Flight Sergeant Abigail
MacKenzie of 342 (Ealing & Brentford) Squadron, RAF Air Cadets and Cadet
Corporal Tim Garner, Southall & Norwood Unit St John Ambulance.
4
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London Poppy Day
The streets and transport hubs of the
capital were awash with uniforms on
2 November as hundreds of Service
personnel fanned out across London
to collect for the Royal British Legion’s
annual London Poppy Day, the largest
one-day street collection of its kind in
the UK.
From early morning until the ebb of the evening
rush hour, £800,000 was collected from
commuters to support the Legion’s welfare and
Remembrance goals, many stopping to listen to
military bands performing at mainline train
stations.
London-based personnel were joined by numerous
colleagues from units based around the outskirts
of the capital to boost the collection effort. There
was also high-ranking support from across NATO
and beyond at Victoria Station, as officers from
around the world attending the Royal College of
Defence Studies did a pre-classes collecting stint.

Remembrance
Day
Representatives of all three
Services, including university
and cadet units, joined the
Greater London Authority at City
Hall for its annual Service of
Remembrance.

Hosted by Mayor of London Sadiq
Khan, the London Assembly and the
City Hall Branch of the Royal British
Legion, the service included an address
by the Archbishop of Southwark, The
Most Reverend Peter Smith.
Mayors and Deputy Lieutenants from
boroughs across London attended
while faith representatives from the

Muslim Council of Britain, City Sikhs,
Hindu Forum of Britain and the
Movement for Reform Judaism took
part in the service.

London, Ken Olisa and, on behalf of
HM Armed Forces, Major General
Ben Bathurst, General Officer Commanding
London District.

Wreaths were laid by representatives of
London government past and present
including Mayor Khan and Chair of the
London Assembly, Jennette Arnold as
well as the Lord-Lieutenant of Greater

A bugler from the Honourable Artillery
Company played Last Post to start the two
minutes silence and the service ended with
veterans and serving personnel standing to
receive a round of applause.
LONDON BRIDGE
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EMPLOYER ENGAGEMENT

Five London employers
AWARDED GOLD for
supporting the Armed Forces
HRH Prince Harry was the guest of
honour as the Ministry of Defence
presented 33 organisations from
across the UK with Employer
Recognition Scheme (ERS) Gold
Awards, its highest badge of honour
for organisations which have signed
the Armed Forces Covenant and
demonstrated outstanding support for
those who serve and have served.
Five London-based employers won the
2017 Employer Recognition Scheme
Gold – Combat Pest Control, X-Forces,
FDM Group, the Metropolitan Police
Service and Transport for London.

FDM Group

Mike Brown, Commissioner,
Transport for London (TfL), said:

“We are delighted to be recognised
with this prestigious award for the
work we have undertaken
supporting ex-service personnel
make the transition into civilian
employment. The technical
expertise and skills that they have
developed during their military
service, such as problem-solving
and working under pressure, are
ideal for a number of roles within
the transport industry and we are
proud to count them amongst our
employees.”

Combat Pest Control

Transport for London

Metropolitan Police

Silver Awards
Twenty-five London-based organisations
have been presented with an Employer
Recognition Scheme (ERS) Silver Award
for their support to the Armed Forces.
The Silver Awards were presented by
Rt Hon Tobias Ellwood MP, Minister
for Defence People and Veterans;

X-Forces

Commodore David Elford, Naval
Commander Regional Forces; Brigadier
Michael McGovern, Deputy Commander
London District and Air Commodore
Richard Barrow, Air Commodore Air Staff.
Congratulating the winners, Tobias
Ellwood said:

“This year’s winners are setting an
example to other organisations, showing
the wealth of skills and unique experiences
the Armed Forces can bring to a wide
range of industries. The winners should
be proud of the work they are doing to
support the Armed Forces Community.”
Among those attending the ceremony
was Army veteran Barry Harris who now
works as a Senior Consultant for Silver
Award winner, Proelium Law LLP. He said:

Tobias Ellwood MP
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“As a veteran fast approaching my 60s,
Proelium Law took a leap of faith and
employed me. It’s wonderful to be working
again. I have a renewed sense of self-worth.”
The twenty-five companies who received
an ERS Silver Award were: Alexander Mann
Solutions, Amazon UK Limited, Amazon
Web Services, Amec Foster Wheeler,
American Express, Appt Corporation,
British Airways, CAPCO, City of London
Corporation, EY, Fieri Leadership and
Development, Handy Heroes, Land
Securities, Lewisham & Greenwich NHS
Trust, Lloyd’s of London, London Borough
of Wandsworth, London South Bank
University, Mace, Proelium Law LLP,
SaluteMyJob, Santander, Savills, Sun Mark
Limited, Stoll and Veolia.

EMPLOYER ENGAGEMENT

The Methodist
Church of Britain

The Methodist Church of Britain has signed the Armed
Forces Covenant pledging its commitment to fair treatment
and support to the whole Armed Forces community
including Regulars, Reserves, veterans and their families.
The Methodist Church, which brings together 4,650 congregations across the
country, already plays a significant role in the spiritual well-being of many
Armed Forces personnel providing 30 tri-Service Chaplains as well as running
specific support projects at several military locations.
Alongside publicly recognising the value of the Armed Forces community, in
signing the Covenant the Church makes a number of specific commitments.
These include recruiting veterans young and old with a tailored pathway to
employment and taking a flexible and favourable approach to leave and
working hours for Reservists and Service spouses.
The Covenant was signed by the President and Secretary of the Methodist
Conference, The Reverend Loraine Mellor and The Reverend Canon Gareth
Powell, and on behalf of the Armed Forces by The Venerable (Air ViceMarshal) Jonathan Chaffey, Chaplain-in-Chief RAF and Commodore David
Elford, Naval Commander Regional Forces.

First Football League club
in the capital sign up

Photo: © backpageimages

Queen’s Park Rangers FC have signed up to the Armed Forces
Covenant, the first Football League club in the capital to do so.   
The club signed the Covenant at half time during their Sky Bet Championship match
against Wigan with Mark Lancaster MP, Minister of State for the Armed Forces, signing
on behalf of the Ministry of Defence.
As part of their commitment QPR are running a Back to Work programme in partnership
with the Royal British Legion offering ex-servicemen and women support to integrate
back into civilian life.
QPR weren’t the only well-known London sporting name to sign the Armed Forces
Covenant this year. Surrey County Cricket Club signed the Covenant in the middle of
The Oval before a T20 match in the summer.

Standard Aberdeen Investments
Scoops 1st prize in military skills
competition
Ten teams from the City of London’s financial and corporate
sectors got together at the Honourable Artillery Company in
October to battle it out in Exercise SHARPE SHOOTER.   
Hosted by the City of London Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ Association, SHARPE
SHOOTER is an indoor military skills competition that gives City organisations a
chance to compete against each other in a fun and friendly military environment.
During the evening, each team visited ten stands run by some of London’s Reserve
Forces units and Cadet Sectors with scoring and escorting support from University
of London Officer Training Corps and the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry.
After a very closely fought and enjoyable contest, Major David White, Officer
Commanding 221 Field Squadron Royal Engineers, presented a silver salver donated
by the Worshipful Company of International Bankers to the winners from Standard
Aberdeen Investments.
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HMS PRESIDENT

New Commanding Officer
for HMS PRESIDENT
Commander Richmal Hardinge has taken over from
Commander John Herriman as Commanding Officer of the
Royal Naval Reserve at HMS PRESIDENT having been the
Executive Officer (XO) for the past three and a half years.
Richmal served her pre-fleet board in HMS FEARLESS and once qualified,
joined the Royal Naval Reserve Submarine Specialisation as a Deputy
Submarine Controller and Submarine Advisory Team watch-keeper. She
deployed with the Royal Danish Navy in HDMS (Her Danish Majesty’s Ship)
Absolon, HMS PORTLAND and in HMS BULWARK to conduct submarine
support operations.

“I am immensely proud of the huge privilege and, to be honest, slightly
daunting prospect of being in charge at HMS PRESIDENT,” said Cdr Hardinge.
“We train alongside the Regulars and are increasing the footfall of Reservists
from London across the Royal Navy, supporting the Fleet.”
Commander Hardinge is a registered Architect and a member of the
Chartered Management Institute.

HMS PRESIDENT
on parade at the Tower of London
More than 150 sailors were on parade at the Tower of
London on Tuesday 16 May as the men and women of
HMS PRESIDENT mustered for their Annual Divisions.   
Accompanied by the Band of the Royal Marines, they marched into the
Tower from HMS PRESIDENT in St Katharine’s Way before forming up in the
Inner Ward.
The Lord Mayor of London, Dr Andrew Parmley, inspected the parade before
presenting long service medals and HMS PRESIDENT’s annual awards for
exceptional contributions to the unit. He thanked the Ship’s Company for
their contribution to the Royal Navy and to the nation’s defence and security,
saying: “Bravo Zulu – naval speak for ‘Well Done’, from the Lord Mayor and
the City, from London and from our nation as a whole.”
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Five members of the Ship’s Company received long service medals,
including Commanding Officer, Commander John Herriman who was
awarded the Volunteer Reserves Service Medal in recognition of 10 years
‘long and efficient service of proved capacity in the Royal Naval Reserve.’
Six officers and ratings were also recognised for outstanding contributions
to the unit during the past year including Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Evadne
Gordon (below) who received the David Skinner Memorial Trophy. CPO
Gordon has 40 years service in the Royal Naval Reserve including being
mobilised twice to support British Forces in Hong Kong. The citation stated
that “She can be truly said to have trained an entire generation of RNR
officers and ratings... and has consistently provided a role model of what
one should expect from an experienced Senior Rate.”

ROYAL MARINES RESERVE

Freedom of
Wandsworth

The London Borough of Wandsworth have
conferred the Freedom of the Borough on the
Royal Marines Reserve (City of London).
The unit was first formed in London in 1948, moving to its current
base in Southfields in 2011. Its part-time volunteer Reserves undergo
the same elite Commando training as their Regular counterparts in
order to win the right to wear the coveted Green Beret.
The marines were joined by veterans and cadets for a parade through
the borough in January 2017, accompanied by the Band of the Royal
Marines, which was inspected by the Royal Marines Commandant
General, Major General Robert Magowan; Commodore Martin Quinn,
Head of the Royal Naval Reserve, and Commodore David Elford,
Naval Commander Regional Forces.
Conferring the Freedom of the Borough the Mayor of Wandsworth,
Cllr Richard Field, said: “This award recognises the bravery and
dedication of these volunteers who dedicate their spare-time to the
defence of their country. The Royal Marines have a distinguished
record of service dating back to 1664 and while their time in
Wandsworth has been somewhat shorter we are immensely proud to
have them based in our borough and grateful for the support they
give the local community, particularly their work with young people.”

Centre for Urban
Tactics and
Climbing (CUTAC)

A new facility has opened to provide the Royal
Marines Reserve with the opportunity to practice
their climbing and abseiling skills while training
for fighting in urban areas.
As well as being available to personnel from all three Armed
Services, the Centre for Urban Tactics and Climbing (CUTAC), which
is unique in the capital, has the potential for rescue and resilience
training for London’s Fire, Police and Ambulance Services.
RMR London Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Ed Moorhouse
said: “The Centre is a fantastic addition to our London base, without
it we would have to travel for several hours to access similar
training facilities.

I hope it will prove to be an essential tool not just for Royal Marines
but for all our military colleagues in the capital and just as
importantly for London’s Blue Light services to practice their ability
to operate in challenging scenarios.”

New man at the top for
London’s Royal Marines Reserve
Royal Marines Reserve (City of London) welcomed a new
Commanding Officer in March, taking over from
Lieutenant Colonel Ed Moorhouse.
The new CO, Lieutenant Colonel Reggie Turner, assumed command after
serving as Deputy Chief of Staff with 3 Commando Brigade Headquarters,
based in Plymouth.

“I am delighted to have the privilege to command RMR City of London,” said
Lt Col Turner. “I arrive at the unit at an exciting point and look forward to
working with the broad range of stakeholders across the capital. My Reservists
will be working more closely with Brigade to deliver operational output as well
as three new London RM Cadet units that are to open in the near future.”
LONDON BRIDGE
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DEPLOYING TO THE FALKLANDS

106 Regiment RA
Four Reservists from 106 Regiment RA have supported
their Regular paired unit, 16 Air Defence Regiment RA, on
mobilisation in the Falkland Islands where they trained on the
sophisticated Rapier Field Standard C surface-to-air missile
system.
The opportunity gave the Reservists a chance to integrate
themselves with their Regular counterparts training in a
demanding exercise environment across a variety of different
weather and terrain, supporting air defence at different firing
points around the islands.
Before deployment the four Reservists completed training in
their specialist roles either as Operators or Tactical Controllers
course before joining 32 (Minden) Battery in the Outer Hebrides
for a live firing exercise.

SAC Niall Ahern from 600 (City of London)
Squadron RAuxAF
aircraft missiles protect the islands. I’ve also
flown low level in a Hercules in search of
illegal fishing vessels and been aboard
HMS PROTECTOR as she undertook
training exercises. The Falklands has been
an excellent theatre to learn more about
joint UK assets.
During my free time I’ve been mountain
climbing, which with added wind/rain/sleet
is a bit more challenging than some peaks
in the UK. I also took part in the Stanley
Half-Marathon and achieved a personal best
of 1 hour and 28 mins finishing sixth.

In the spring of 2017 I was selected to
be posted to the Joint Operational
Intelligence Support Group within the
Headquarters at British Forces South
Atlantic Islands (BFSAI).
Six months on, I can honestly say it’s been
nothing like I expected. This was my first
tour and it has provided an excellent learning
environment while the history, geography
and politics of the Falklands provides
interesting challenges.
While I cannot talk about my day-to-day
work, I can mention the significant UK
involvement in the search and rescue
operation for the Argentinian submarine
ARA San Juan that went missing off the
coast of Argentina in November. BFSAI and
10
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the Falkland Island government were
amongst the first to offer assistance to
Argentina. At the height of the operation,
BFSAI had: flown a team to Argentina on a
RAF Voyager; supported the search and
rescue with a C-130 Hercules, and had a
Royal Navy diving team ready to deploy.
HMS CLYDE and HMS PROTECTOR were
also sent to the area to help with the search.
It’s important not to understate how
significant this support was. For many in
Argentina it’s been recognised that this is the
first time the militaries of both countries
have worked together since the 1982
conflict.
In addition to the day job, I’ve had the
opportunity to take a seat in a Typhoon
fighter jet and learn how the Rapier anti-

In summary, I’ve had an excellent first tour
with the opportunity to build on my skills.
Living far away from the UK in a completely
different job to my one in London has
broadened my skills base significantly and
I’ve learnt a lot to take back to my Squadron
and my day job.

Niall is Head of Engagement with the
Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ Association for
Greater London and a Senior Aircraftsman
with 600 Squadron based at RAF Northolt.

HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY

HAC win their
spurs with US
Cavalry
In June, the Honourable Artillery
Company (HAC) took part in
Exercise VAMBRACE SABER in
the desert-terrain training area
surrounding Camp Roberts, north
of Los Angeles.
It was designed to test the Intelligence, Surveillance,
Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance capabilities
of both the HAC, and that of 1st Squadron, 18th
Cavalry Regiment (1-18th Cavalry) – Reservist
counterparts from the California National Guard.
It brought a realistic European scenario of cross
border incursions to California, with UK and US
forces tasked to work together, to be the eyes and
ears to counter the threat and, finally, to engage
with insurgent forces.

tradition, the Spur Ride – a series of physical
and mental challenges bound together by the
ethos of teamwork. Joint US/UK teams took part
and by the end 45 members of the HAC had,
quite literally, earned their spurs.
While the Band of the HAC were on hand to play
the Regiment in to camp having won their spurs,
this was only part of their summer deployment.

They undertook a number of public engagements
to underline the bond between UK Armed Forces
and those of our largest ally. These included the
British Consulate’s Pride Reception in Beverley
Hills, playing aboard the flight deck of the USS
Midway in San Diego, entertaining residents at
the British Home, a care home in Azusa with
strong British ties, and at an Open Evening at
Balboa Park, San Diego.

The challenge for the HAC and the 1-18th was to
work closely together with sometimes differing
methods of operation and rules of engagement –
but it was what both units had in common rather
than what set them apart that made the exercise
such a success.
Once the field phase was complete, members
from both units took part in a great US Cavalry

Open Evening
The heart of London’s financial district echoed to the sounds
of gunfire and the whirl of rotor blades as the HAC held its
tenth annual open evening in May.
HAC Royal Honorary Colonel, Prince Michael of Kent, joined well over two
thousand Londoners visiting displays from a wide variety of London’s Army
Reserves who were ably supported by Regulars from the Welsh Guards,
Grenadier Guards, and the Army Air Corps.
The evening got underway with a demonstration by the City of London
Police dog team and included a gun salute from the HAC’s 105mm light
guns, and a mock engagement featuring an HAC reconnaissance squadron
supported by A (London Scottish) Company, The London Regiment.
It concluded with a demonstration of 17th century drill by the Company of
Pikemen & Musketeers followed by a Beating Retreat and Sunset Ceremony
by the Band and Corps of Drums of the HAC. The final flourish was provided
by two Army Air Corps Apache helicopters taking off into the darkening sky.
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THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW
London’s Reserves and Cadets were out in force for the 2017 Lord Mayor’s Show with units from
across the capital joining the parade. This spectacular annual procession celebrates the new
Lord Mayor taking office and showcases the many different elements that make the City of
London unique – celebrating its heritage, business, culture and communities.
The Lord Mayor’s day started early when he made his way by flotilla along the Thames from
Westminster to HMS PRESIDENT. He was received by Commander Richmal Hardinge, the unit’s
Commanding Officer. Naval Reservists from the ship’s company formed a Guard of Honour to
greet the new Lord Mayor, who inspected the Guard before participating in the traditional rum
ceremony ‘up spirits’.
On his arrival at Mansion House the Lord Mayor, Charles Bowman, inspected the Guard of
Honour made up of Regulars and Reserves of the Royal Air Force supported by the Band of
the RAF Regiment, chosen to form the Guard to mark the 100th anniversary of the RAF.

12
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151 REGIMENT RLC

Reservist awarded MacRobert
Sword at Sandhurst
In August, Natalie Gardner stepped out in front of 88 fellow
Officer Cadets at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst to
be awarded the MacRobert Sword for topping the class.
Responsibility and success are no strangers to Natalie, as the thirty year-old
has already built a successful career in the NHS where she was Clinical Lead for
Respiratory Physiotherapy and Head Physio for Cardiac Rehabilitation at St
Helier Hospital in Sutton before moving on to train as an Advanced Critical Care
Practitioner at King’s College Hospital.
Parallel to her civilian career, 2nd Lieutenant Gardner has nine years’ service in
the Army Reserve with 151 Regiment. With the RLC she’s trained and qualified
to drive a large selection of military vehicles as well as developed the leadership
skills that led her to be selected to attend the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
as an Officer Cadet.
Natalie has an enviable track record of determination and achievement in the
face of adversity. When first mobilised to serve in Afghanistan an ankle
shattered during final pre-deployment training which meant she had to watch
‘my best friends go off to serve without me’. Once rehabilitated she was quickly
fit and ready to deploy and, having trained on new RLC vehicles, Natalie
deployed to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan in 2013. In addition to her military
duties, Natalie found time in Afghanistan to win the ‘Bastions Got Talent’ show.
She has also spent six months on deployment with the UN peacekeeping force
in Cyprus.
Natalie’s civilian employer has been incredibly supportive and accommodating
to her military training needs, recognising the benefits that training brings and
promoting Natalie shortly after each of her deployments.

MacRobert Sword
The MacRobert Sword is awarded to the Officer
Cadet considered to be the best on their course at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. It is donated by
the MacRobert Trust established by Lady Rachel
Workman MacRobert following the death of her three
sons. The eldest, Alasdair, died in a flying accident in
1938 and the younger two, Roderic and Iain, were
killed on active duty as pilots in the Royal Air Force.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON OFFICER TRAINING CORPS
During May, a fifteen-strong crew took to the high seas to follow in the wake of Vikings. The two-week
Exercise ARTIC EXPRESS saw the sailors, many of them novices, get to grips with Adventure –
one of the Joint Services Adventurous Sail Training Centre’s two Challenger 72’ ocean-going yachts.
The Exercise was designed to challenge participants in a demanding environment and to develop individual and team skills as they battled
the tough north Atlantic conditions en route to Iceland.
Departing from Oban, the first phase was to Stornoway
in the Outer Hebrides and proved to be the busiest and
physically hardest. Split into three watches, the crew
had to learn and practice new skills while adjusting to
the conditions of life on board. Phase two was a crawl
to the Faroes, as no wind meant relying on the boats
engines with the crew’s sleeping patterns confused by
the near constant daylight.
The final phase to Reykjavik saw the power of the
northern seas unleashed. Winds reached near gale force
7, pitching the boat as it fought the rough seas with
waves crashing over the bows and soaking the crew
with icy waters. It was here that the relentless training in
phase one paid off, sails were changed time and again in
heavy seas and the yacht safely arrived in the Icelandic
capital at the end of a truly memorable and adventurous
experience. Major Terry Hackett
14
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A well-earned medal
Warrant Officer First Class (WO1) Adrian Keeble has been
awarded the Queen’s Volunteer Reserves Medal (QVRM)
recognising his twenty years of exemplary service in the
Army Reserve. He serves with 71st (City of London)
Yeomanry Signal Regiment, Royal Corps of Signals,
based in Bexleyheath.
An Information Analyst for Hampshire County Council in civilian life, WO1
Keeble completed operational tours in Bosnia (2001-2) and Afghanistan (2013).
He is a High Readiness Reservist permanently on 12 hours notice to move as
part of the military’s contribution to UK resilience to enable the command and
control of military forces deployed in response to a major incident.
Adrian joined the Army Reserves to develop his communications skills and use
them in the most demanding situations as well as for the opportunity to meet
interesting people in interesting places. He says receiving the award, presented
to a maximum of 13 Reservists a year, has been a humbling experience:

“I have heard from people I haven’t heard from in years who’ve sent a text or
posted a message on Facebook, including congratulations from Major Generals,
retired Colonels and people I’d been on tour with 15 years ago. My wife was
particularly proud and I have been humbled by the extremely kind words I have
received from colleagues, friends and family.”

7 RIFLES

7 RIFLES
join Newham
Council to mark
Dame Vera Lynn’s
100th birthday

Soldiers from G Company 7 RIFLES joined Newham Council
to celebrate the 100th birthday of Forces’ sweetheart Dame Vera
Lynn as new signs were put up as part of the council’s heritage
programme commemorating people and places with historic links to
the borough.
Dame Vera was born in Thackeray Road, East Ham, on 20 March 1917, lived in nearby
Ladysmith Avenue from 1921 to 1938 and has a Close named after her in Forest Gate.
Councillor Ken Clark, who heads the heritage project, said: “Dame Vera boosted the
morale of the nation and those who served during the darkest days of the Second World
War. It is right that we recognise and honour that and celebrate one of our most loved
former residents in this way on her 100th birthday.”
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High Threat Training
with The London Regiment
Dateline Horseferry Road, 1930hrs   
The training night for A (London Scottish) Company The London Regiment
begins, as always, with Physical Training. This week it’s a speedmarch to Green
Park but as the Reserves arrive intelligence reaches them that their Horseferry
Road HQ has come under attack from a group calling themselves the Templars of
Blamisi, Ex GREY THREAT is underway. The clock is ticking and the pressure
building...
The Drill Hall has morphed into a mission support centre with covered rehearsal
areas mirroring the ground they will fight through, weapons, other equipment
and planning area. More enemy propaganda is intercepted after the Company 2nd
in Command, Captain Bobby Stewart, issues his quick battle orders to the
platoon commander, heightening the realism for the Reservists who are speedily
putting on radios, night vision sights and camouflage cream. The high threat
exercise is part of the new system of training at A Company.

With the top floors of the building plunged into
darkness night vision goggles are issued, weapons
drawn and soldiers drilled and briefed by Sergeant Rob
Bainbridge, the A Company Permanent Staff Instructor
from the Grenadier Guards, for the operation ahead.
Methodical and careful progress is made to clear the
building floor by floor with soldiers working in sections
to cover each other’s advance thus minimising the risk
of exposure to enemy fire.  
Casualties are recovered and first aid applied while the
enemy are isolated and, after negotiating trip wires and
booby traps, eventually captured. As the prisoners are
secured and searched the soldiers are briefed on the
requirements for the proper treatment of captives.
Major Rob Pitt, Officer Commanding A Company,
explains the purpose of the exercise: “Tonight was
about helping our Reservists to feel confident in
dealing with the kind of threats they may face in
modern warfare – but it wasn’t just about the physical
threat, they were also dealing with information warfare,
human intelligence and many other factors.”

Down Under with
The London Regiment
A platoon of the LONDONS joined 5th Brigade,
Australian Army Reserve for Ex TELOPEA CRAWL
at the Singleton training area 150 miles north of
Sydney.
The exercise was an opportunity for both forces to learn from each other’s
different tactical approaches to operations.
2nd Lieutenant Andrew Elliot explains: “Whilst the defensive doctrine of
the Australian Army proved frustrating at times, the occasional offensive
operation saw the LONDONS singled out for praise. This was particularly
evident in the final ambush where the swiftness of our extraction and
search drills were highlighted as key learning points for the Australian
platoons with whom we were embedded.”
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The Guards come to Kingston
A new Army unit is being established in Kingston as
part of changes to Infantry Reserves in the capital.
G (Guards) Company is part of The London Regiment, the only Army
Reserve Regiment in the Guards Division. The Regiment provides
infantry soldiers to reinforce the five regiments of Foot Guards on
operations. With locations in Blackheath, Catford, Camberwell, Clapham
and Westminster as well as its new base in Kingston, the London
Regiment now recruits right across the capital.
Councillor Ken Smith, past Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kingstonupon-Thames and Kingston’s Armed Forces Champion, visited the new
unit to wish it well on its opening night along with interested local
residents and potential recruits.

Getting started with
The London Regiment
12 young people from The Prince’s Trust ‘Get
Started’ programme got a taste of Army training
with The London Regiment as they began their
journey to become boxing coaches.
The dozen hopefuls undertook a command task used to train British
Army Officers and got to see what it’s like donning body armour and
25kg Bergens on the first day of a week-long course supported by four
coaches from the Metropolitan Police Amateur Boxing Club. The course
is designed to help 16-25 year-olds who are out of work, education or
training by offering them challenges to develop their skills and confidence.
The activities were held at The London Regiment’s Headquarters at St
John’s Hill, Clapham under the guiding hand of Captain Tom Hallett
who said:

“As a regiment we welcome the opportunity to support our local
communities across London. Hosting the ‘Get Started’ programme has
been great fun and an opportunity for our Reserves to share some of
the skills and experience they’ve gained from their service in the Army.”

Finsbury Rifles’
sacrifice remembered
at Centenary Service
A special Service of Commemoration was held in
April at St Mark’s Church, Clerkenwell in honour of
the 115 men of the 11th (County of London)
Battalion, The London Regiment (Finsbury Rifles)
who died in the 2nd Battle of Gaza 100 years ago.
It was the Battalion’s heaviest loss of life during
the First World War.
The service was addressed by Field Marshall Sir John Chapple, who served
in the Finsbury Rifles shortly after the Second World War, and by Police
Officer and historian Darren O’Brien who is writing a history of the Battalion.
He told the congregation that the Finsbury Rifles’ attack on Turkish
defensive positions at Gaza was quickly halted:

“The wounded lay on the ridgeline all day under the murderous fire of the
enemy’s machine guns and artillery. The war diary recorded casualties of
13 officers and 366 other ranks, of whom 115 were killed or died within a
few days.”
Also attending the service were Representative Deputy Lieutenant for
Islington Dr Charles Goodson-Wickes, the Mayor of Islington Councillor
Kat Fletcher and Israel’s Ambassador to the UK, Mark Regev.
LONDON BRIDGE
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131 COMMANDO SQUADRON RE

Hosting
US Marine Corps
70 Reservists from the United States Marine
Corps spent a fortnight training with 131
Commando Royal Engineers in early summer,
part of an ongoing bilateral exchange.
The training organised by 131 Commando included skill at arms
with UK weapons, bridging, construction using heavy plant,
demolitions using plastic explosives, infantry tactics and
endurance marching and navigation in the Brecon Beacons.
In addition to running the training, commandos from 131 were
embedded within the exercising US Marines.
The visitors had a packed schedule taking in Weymouth,
Salisbury Plain and the Brecon Beacons followed by an
opportunity to relax and visit some cultural sights.

STUDENT RESERVIST JOINS

COMMANDO ELITE
Sapper Josh Barnes, a 21-year-old sports science
student at West Herts College, serves with 131
Commando Squadron and in 2017 celebrated the
award of the famous Commando Green Beret.
He was presented with it immediately after completing the final
Commando test – a 30-mile yomp on Dartmoor carrying his weapon
and 30lbs of kit.

“I just feel very, very proud,” he said. “What it means hasn’t really
sunk in just yet. I joined the Reserves primarily because I am
interested in a possible Regular Army career and I thought it would
offer me a good introduction to Army life. It’s been brilliant – my
confidence has improved, along with my fitness and lifestyle. But
getting through the last few days of earning the beret has been so
tough – I’ve lost a lot of weight!”
The 30-miler was the culmination of an intense period of training,
with Army Reservists striving for their Green Berets alongside
Regular and Reserve counterparts from the Royal Marines.
Josh was one of several Reservists from 131 Commando Squadron
to earn their Green Berets. Their berets were presented by Brigadier
Richard Spencer, Deputy Commandant General, Royal Marines, who
said: “You have all just completed a remarkable achievement and
join a very special organisation as qualified members of the Army
Commandos – something no one can ever take from you.”
The Squadron has deployed worldwide to provide combat engineer
support to 3 Commando Brigade Royal Marines and is one of the
most travelled units in the Army Reserve.
18
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3 MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BATTALION

Military Intelligence puts top City analysts to the test
Teams from seven leading City firms had their
reaction to stress, analytical ability and decisionmaking skills put to the test by the British Army
as they played ‘The Intelligence Game 2017’
under the watchful eye of 3 MI Bn.
Hosted by KPMG at their Canary Wharf offices, the exercise sought
to teach, develop and test the participants through a fictional scenario
based on military intelligence techniques.
Lt Colonel Nik Fairweather said “My intent for the ‘Intelligence Game’
was to share how we operate, challenge some of the City’s top
analysts, and demonstrate the value the Reserves can afford to
business. I have been impressed with the professionalism of the
Reservists under my command and I witnessed the same
professionalism in the participants”.  
After a keenly and closely fought competition the winning team
from HSBC were presented with a trophy by Major General James
Hockenhull, the Colonel Commandant of the Intelligence Corps.

3 MI exercise Freedom of Hackney and are
granted City of London Privileged Corps status
More than 150 officers and soldiers from 3 MI Bn
celebrated the 50th anniversary of their unit with two
parades through central London on Saturday 1 April.
In the morning the Battalion exercised its Freedom of the London
Borough of Hackney with bayonets fixed and drums beating as they
marched past an audience of civic and military dignitaries at Hackney
Town Hall.
In the afternoon, after a service of thanksgiving at St James Garlickhythe
Church, the Battalion paraded through the streets of the City of London
to The Guildhall where the Lord Mayor of London, Dr Andrew Parmley,
took the salute and presented the Battalion with City Privileged Status.
The Commanding Officer of 3 MI Bn, Lt Colonel Nik Fairweather said:
“The Battalion has had tremendous support behind the scenes from the
borough and people of Hackney and from the City Corporation. It’s been
a great privilege to lead not one but two parades through the streets of
London to celebrate the Battalion’s 50th anniversary and the strong ties
that we have with our home base.”
The Battalion was formed on 1 April 1967 as the Intelligence and Security
Group (Volunteers), re-titled 3 Military Intelligence Battalion in April
1999. Originally based in Camden, the Battalion headquarters has been
located in Hackney since 2001.
The national growth of the Military Intelligence Reserve has enabled
3 MI Bn to focus its support in recent years on elements of Defence’s
Intelligence work in London and at RAF Wyton in Cambridgeshire,
whilst continuing to commit personnel to overseas operations.
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256 FIELD HOSPITAL

NHS staff take on Army Reserve leadership
training challenge
More than 40 NHS staff from hospitals across
London tested their leadership and team
working skills as they tackled challenges set by
Army Reserve medics from 256 (City of London)
Field Hospital.
Held at the Royal Artillery Barracks in Woolwich, Exercise
SOUTHWARK SERPENT put NHS staff through their paces with
a series of tasks testing different skills, and giving them a taster
of what being in the Reserves involves. Participants included
mixed teams of clinicians, nurses, former Army doctors,
anaesthetists and orthoptists.
The tasks devised by 256 Field Hospital and the Army
Recruitment Training Team included drill, map reading, signals,
medical response and shooting on an indoor range simulator.

Surgeon Graduates from Sandhurst
For the last eight years Dr Saif Ramman has
pursued his career in plastic and reconstructive
surgery and currently works as a senior
specialist registrar at St George’s Hospital.
In April he took a significant step on a parallel career in the Army
Reserve graduating from the Professionally Qualified Officer course at
Sandhurst, an experience he found a challenge: “Being a surgeon I
thought I could work under pressure, but being in the military setting
when you are cold, wet, hungry and with no sleep, you really are at
the limit of performance and this could make or break a person.”

“I had three reasons for taking on the challenge, Firstly, I felt I could
help more people with my life and limb saving skills by being in the
Army, both when we go to war and also on humanitarian missions.
Secondly, given my Muslim background, and seeing the rise of ISIS
fundamentalism, I felt an ethical and moral obligation to do
something. By joining the Army I felt I could add something to
safeguard our country and protect our way of life. The third reason
for me is family. Being the eldest brother in a big family, I have
always enjoyed being part of a team and working with people who
have similar mindsets to achieve goals. Since joining the Army,
I have made some of the best friends I could ever have. I love being
in the company of like-minded people and enjoying the sense of
comradery is something I appreciate massively.”
Since commissioning, Major Ramman has been quick to take
advantage of the experience that life in the Army Reserve can offer.
In May he took part in the first UK-Serbia military medical
programme and more recently, his unit – 256 Field Hospital –
deployed to Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton in California. They
had access to some of the most sophisticated surgical training in
the world. Performing life-saving damage control surgery on
simulators worn by veterans was he says, quite an experience: “It
looks, feels and bleeds just like the real thing!”
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For the future, Major Ramman stands ready to deploy
to support a military or a humanitarian effort over the
next couple of years while continuing to train and
make sure his skills are the best.

FIRST AID NURSING YEOMANRY

FANY provide
support following
terror attacks and
Grenfell Tower fire
Volunteers from the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FANY)
have provided more than 1,800 hours of their time to
support civilian and military authorities in the wake of
recent terrorist attacks in London and Manchester, and
the fire in Grenfell Tower.   
The FANY’s main role has been to assist the Police Casualty
Bureau, answering calls from the public, cross checking records,
and providing Incident Support Officers to attend Survivor
Reception Centres where they triage on behalf of the police by
collating information from evacuees. Members are all trained to
Home Office standard in National Call Handling and undertake
refresher training twice a year to ensure they are ready to be
immediately effective when called out. While primary support is to
the City of London Police, through their system of mutual aid,
assistance can be provided to an incident anywhere in the UK.
Commandant Kim McCutcheon explained “This is where the hours
of training our volunteers put in comes into its own. We can do
something positive and proactive to support these tragic incidents.”

£1ST0AR0
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Military Operations Centre. After the operation was stood down
Major General Ben Bathurst, General Officer Commanding London
District, told the FANY:

“Those you sent to help us were, without exception, highly
motivated and intelligent operators who were adept at turning
their hand to whatever was asked of them.”
Less than a month later FANY volunteers were sadly once again
supporting the Police Casualty Bureau in the aftermath of the
Grenfell Tower fire. 60 FANYs were on duty over the course of eight
days, while others provided staff assistance to the Westminster
Coroner and to the incident GOLD Commander.
Dr Fiona Wilcox, Her Majesty’s Senior Coroner for London, said,
“I just wanted to express my gratitude for the immense support
given to the office for the first couple of weeks during this incident.
As always the FANY were invaluable, professional and appropriate.”

Acting Detective Superintendent Perry Stokes from the City of
London Police said: “In the aftermath of the terrorist attack, the
Police Casualty Bureau was the first contact point for many
terrified friends and relatives, desperate to trace loved ones. The
professionalism and dedication that the First Aid Nursing
Yeomanry displayed throughout really was exceptional.”
With threat levels raised to critical following the terrorist attack at
London Bridge, Operation TEMPERER was activated providing
military support to the police. Again volunteers from the FANY
stepped up to assist by providing staffing support to the London
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600 (CITY OF LONDON) SQUADRON

News from the Southern Front...
Name: SAC(T) Allan Dillon
Role: ISS SysCon Tech A Watch   
My role here in the Falklands is as a shift worker based in the Joint Operations Centre’s
System Communications Centre. I work alongside an Army Signaller who monitors the
Army systems. The role involves monitoring all of the Islands’ communications
equipment. We monitor the data links back to the UK and the mountain sites’ radio links.
Each shift we make sure all systems we control are running smoothly. If they show any
errors then we resolve them as required.
Working shifts means that I have to work my free time around my days off and swing
shift days. So far I have managed to get out of camp down to Bertha’s beach and saw the
local Gentoo penguins. I have also been on a Battlefield tour of Goose Green. We went to
see the 2 Para memorial on the hill above Goose Green and another memorial for a pilot
killed when his plane went down. I also teach classes in Brazilian Jujitsu three times a
week. There will be a visit by the Royal Navy’s Polar Research vessel HMS PROTECTOR at
the end of the month and I hope to get on board to see what they do. When available I
will have a flight on the C130 when it goes out either to do its normal maritime patrols or
some low level training. Also I’m down on the list to take part in a three day, 75 mile
yomp from San Carlos to Stanley with the ISS Section at the end of October.

...Eastern Front
Name: SAC(T) Adrian Durran
Role: ICT – 90SU   
600 Sqn has a long history of working in hot
sandy places. Continuing that tradition I find
myself in what can only be described as a ‘slow
cooker’ environment – the United Arab Emirates.
I am currently deployed on detachment with 2
Field Sqn 90SU at 906 Expeditionary Air Wing on
Operation KIPION. 90SU are responsible for the
Command, Control, Communications, Computers
and Intelligence (C4i) functions here and I work
as part of the Projects Team. This is my first
deployment as a Reservist and it is an interesting
experience in what is a multi-faceted operation
run with coalition partners and Joint Force
Support. There are a lot of developments in the
offing here so as a Projects Team we are pretty
busy planning infrastructure changes. The
facilities and the food are excellent; there is
always something to do in your down time. It
feels like a long way from home as we are a bit
cut off from life, internet is not brilliant but we get
post twice a week which is always a morale
boost. The hardest thing to get used to is the
heat. Every day is the same. Hot. Very hot. I have
been here five weeks and I still cannot get used to
it. I don’t think you ever can. Summer has just
passed with highs of 50 degrees Celsius and
never a cloud in the sky. Winter is coming and
now it is a cool 42 most days.
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...and Western Front
Corporal Tony Reynolds deployed (along with
approx. 300 other UK military personnel) as an
Air Transport Operations Specialist on Op RUMAN
(Hurricane relief in the Caribbean). Utilising his
knowledge he was quickly assigned to work in the
Force Movements Control Centre (FMCC). In a high
tempo environment he ensured that critical
information was passed to the relevant parties.
As well as a being the standby Ops, he covered
Mechanical Transport (MT) tasking, organising and
delegating the required paperwork to ensure a
robust MT plot was available to all personnel
working. Tony is shown with the local forces.

600 (CITY OF LONDON) SQUADRON

RAF Hendon – How to
unwrap and rewrap
a Sunderland
600 Squadron is no stranger to the odd request for assistance but even
we were bemused when the call came to help the RAF Museum in
Hendon. The museum is currently undergoing major refurbishment to tie
in with RAF100 in 2018 and a hanger was being renovated and spray
painted. It housed a Sunderland Flying Boat, too big and too costly to be
removed, so it was wrapped in foam and plastic sheeting to protect it
from the paint and falling objects while a new heating and lighting
system was incorporated into the roof. The in-house team spent two
weeks wrapping the aircraft but unfortunately the foam delivered was not
of the correct standard and the whole lot had to be removed and replaced.
The project manager had heard of the Squadron’s zeal for Service history
and approached us for help. We were to spend two days unwrapping and
rewrapping the aircraft with the promised reward of pizza and the
personal satisfaction of doing our bit for the refurbishment of the
museum and preservation of this iconic aircraft.
Exactly how do you gift wrap an aeroplane? We systematically tried
everything until we found the best lengths of wrap and the best
techniques with the equipment available. The slow and relentlessly hard
work continued until the end of day two (we had optimistically
anticipated a midday finish) – but in fact we finished around 7pm with
merely the tail end showing. However, we were secure in the knowledge
we had achieved a lot in two days. We bid goodbye to the Sunderland
and left a parting message.

Flt Sgt Vicky Bannister   

National
Arboretum
Members of the Squadron attend the Annual Royal
Auxiliary Air Force Memorial Service each August at
The Royal Auxiliary Air Force Memorial, at the National
Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas. The event commemorates
the Auxiliary Air Force (AAF) Squadrons who fought in
Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain – marking
their achievements and remembering their sacrifices.
The day in 2017 also included the dedication of two new
benches installed at the Memorial, for 600 Squadron and
607 Squadron, and several new Memorial Stones laid,
giving a brief history of each person honoured. The Service
was conducted by Sqn Ldr Richard Clement, Padre of RAF
Leeming and included The Parading of the Sovereign’s
Colour, Prayers, the Dedication of new Benches and
Memorial Stones, The Last Post and Reveille and concluded
with the placing of crosses and laying of wreaths.
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to 1918 to life for people today, by
telling the story of a WW1 soldier,
his family and friends.

As we start 2018, the centenary
of the end of the First World War
draws nearer and thoughts turn to
reflection of the last four years of
remembrance and commemoration
of those who sacrificed so much.
WW1 Soldier’s Tale is one such
project to bring the events of 1914

What makes this project unique is
that the story is told in real-time,
100 years to the day, on Facebook,
Twitter and a blog. Whilst the
characters are fictional, they are
all rooted firmly in fact with
letters, war diaries and newspapers
forming the basis for years of
research into people’s daily lives
during the conflict.

www.facebook.com/WW1SoldiersTale
www.twitter.com/WW1SoldiersTale
www.WW1SoldiersTale.co.uk/blog

The story of Walter Carter, now
a Company Sergeant Major, has
encompassed all aspects of the
First World War: from the men in
the trenches to the women taking
on new work back in Britain,
from the experiences of a nurse
behind the lines to the challenges
of living with shellshock. With
over 23,000 followers, the project
is successfully using modern
media to engage with young
people, making the events of the

past seem more recent and more
relevant to today’s audience. The
feedback received so far has been
overwhelmingly positive. Here is
a selection of comments from the
Facebook page:
‘Awesome work.’
‘I love the first person approach
on this. Genius.’
‘It is so important and this is a
brilliant way of making it real to
new generations.’

As the war draws to a close (of course, unbeknown to the cast of
characters), the project continues to give a fascinating insight in the
events of 100 years ago. Will Walter make it through to November 1918?
Will his girlfriend Lily still be waiting for him? Will his Ma and Pa
manage on the meagre food rations back home? We encourage you to
follow the last year of the story on Facebook, Twitter and a blog, and
by Liking and Sharing, ensure Walter and his friends reach as many
people as possible.

This not-for-profit initiative is developed by The Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ Association for Greater London, Wandsworth Council and David Noble Associates Ltd.
If you would like to support the project, or would like more information, please contact david@dnal.co.uk or call 01235 831006

WWW.WW1SOLDIERSTALE.CO.UK

Venues for hire throughout London
Alternative Venues London is responsible for letting the Reserve Forces and Cadet
estate throughout London with unique locations for:

CLASSROOM TRAINING

TRAINING

RECEPTIONS

CONFERENCES

DINNERS

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

All proceeds support Greater London Reservists and Cadets.

ENQUIRIES & BOOKING: 020 7384 4670

london@alternativevenues.co.uk | www.alternativevenues.co.uk

