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SEA CADET NEWS

Princess Royal
commissions
new Sea Cadet
Flagship
In the last issue of Cadet London Bridge we ran a
story about the new Sea Cadets’ flagship, TS Royalist,
being launched from the boatyard in Spain where
she had been built.
Now she is here in England and HRH The Princess Royal
has officially named her, 44 years after she named the
original flagship, also TS Royalist, in 1971. Princess
Anne was joined by 300 Sea Cadets and well-wishers for
the formal ceremony in Canary Wharf on Friday 29 May.
TS Royalist is the first tall ship to be commissioned in
the UK for 15 years and the Sea Cadets raised £4.8m
towards the cost.
The new vessel will provide the opportunity for 900
young people each year to have a week-long voyage at
sea. It offers a unique environment, as they navigate

Britain’s coastal waters, to find inspiration and
confidence as they work together as a team. It is the
pinnacle of the sea cadet experience and one which over
30,000 young people have enjoyed since 1971.
The new ship’s innovative design, based on super yachts,
offers better all-round sailing ability and performance
and is faster and easier to handle than the old ship, as
well as being more economical for the charity to run.
This makes it ideal for offering young people offshore
sailing, helping them to learn greater seamanship and
sailing skills.

Very well done to 56 (Woolwich) Squadron ATC – Best ATC Squadron in the UK! More on p12.

£100
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The best article in London Bridge or Cadet London Bridge
submitted by a unit or individual will receive £100.
The star article for this issue can be found on p5.
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Front Cover: Young people from various YOU London
organisations with a Chelsea Pensioner at GL RFCA’s
VE Day celebrations. For full story see page 9.
Photo credit: Stewart Turkington.
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A group of cadets from Hornchurch &
Upminster Sea Cadet unit had fun
making and decorating a selection of
fairy cakes, under the watchful eye of
Lieutenant Sarah Butcher, Officer in
Charge.
The cakes were then sold to other cadets,
staff and visitors over two parade nights
which raised £40.50 for Comic Relief. Some
of the unit’s senior cadets got involved with
more cake decorating to raise awareness of
Red Nose Day. Cooking is just one of the
many activities in which cadets in the unit
get involved.

© S E Rowse

Honour for
Hornchurch Cadet
Nikolas Baker from Hornchurch &
Upminster has been selected as the
London Area Navy Board Cadet for
2015. He is one of six Cadets
across the UK chosen to represent
the Sea Cadets in their six regions
at official ceremonies and functions.
The prestigious role will involve
formal parades, ships visits, Royal

occasions and, particularly in
2015, the ceremonies surrounding
the new flagship, TS Royalist.
Nikolas (pictured with Commander
Tim Porter) was nominated for his
commitment, professionalism and
for being a truly excellent Sea
Cadet. Many congratulations
Nikolas!

Graspan
Memorial
Parade

Royal Marines Cadets from across
London took part in the annual Graspan
Memorial Parade in May, held to
remember fallen Royal Marines from all
conflicts. Cadets paraded along The Mall
alongside Veterans, Reservists and
serving Royal Marines, accompanied
by the Royal Marines Band and then

© S E Rowse

attended the service held at the base
of the Graspan Memorial. The Parade
has grown hugely since 1984 when a
small group of ex-Royal Marines laid
a wreath at a memorial in The Mall.
Over 500 took part in 2015, reviewed
by the Commandant General Royal
Marines, Major General Ed Davis.
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SEA CADET NEWS
!

Sailing Team show their stuff

Sea Cadets from all over London have been competing
in a series of regattas this year, testing their sailing
and windsurfing abilities in order to qualify to represent
London at the national competition.
As current national champions and trophy holders, the team
of cadets put on a show of extremely high quality competitive
sailing in some tricky wind conditions.
Sea Cadets honing their skills at the
fantastic Welsh Harp sailing lake in Brent

With the national competition due to be held in Southport in
September, the cadets showed why London are favourites to
bring the trophy home again!

HMS DEFENDER
REPORT
In May, Cadets from Hornchurch & Upminster went to
Greenwich where one of the Royal Navy’s new Type 45
Destroyers, HMS DEFENDER, was moored.
For most of the cadets it was their first visit to a Royal Naval ship.
They were taken on board, allowed to look around and asked the
crew lots of questions. The cadets were particularly interested to
learn about the ship’s weaponry and how it all works. Sea Cadets
visiting her had the opportunity to try on the specialist diving
equipment used by Royal Navy divers as well as experiencing the
cramped conditions in their on-board decompression chamber.

© S E Rowse

HMS DEFENDER was one of two Royal Navy ships on a visit to
London in support of the Gallipoli Commemorations. The other was
minehunter, HMS MIDDLETON, moored alongside HMS PRESIDENT
near Tower Bridge.
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ARMY CADET NEWS

EXERCISE FLANDERS DASH 15
On my first day in Ypres, we were given a brief history of how
WW1 started and then given a demonstration and display of a
typical British soldier’s uniform and what he was equipped with.
We visited Coming World Remember Me where we made clay
sculptures which represented the soldiers who died defending
Ypres from the advancing Germans during the war.

£1ST0AR0

LE
ARTIC

After making the sculptures (some of the 600,000 that will be made as part
of a project to be built by 2018), we looked at a model of Ypres when it was
almost destroyed due to constant artillery fire from the enemy. We then
walked to the Menin Gate which included inside the names of all the soldiers
who weren’t found in the battles whilst defending Ypres. That night after
dinner we went back to the Menin Gate and took part in the daily service
to remember those who died during the First World War and especially the
ones defending Ypres.
Next day, we toured a museum which covered the Battle of Passchendale
(part of the Third Battle of Ypres). After this, we put on WW1 uniforms to
look like Australian soldiers and followed their path up to the Front Line.
On the way we stopped in areas where the Allies advanced which pushed
back the enemy and practised some of the things that they did, like attacking
a bunker and gas drills. To conclude our activity as WW1 soldiers, we visited
Tyne Cot Cemetery where Allied soldiers from the Battle of Passchendale are
buried, many of them unidentified. We held a service of remembrance there
by the Cross of Sacrifice.
On the Sunday we first looked at an area where in Christmas of 1914, British
and German soldiers decided to play football and have a smoke and drink
with each other. Then we went to the Peace Crater and visited some
of the biggest mine craters from the Battle of Messines. We also did some
navigation using WW1 maps to try and identify where the mines were started
from. We went to see German and British WW1 trenches before setting off
for home. On the way back we had a surprise visit to the beaches of Dunkirk
where the British Army was evacuated from in 1940.
It was a real pleasure to go to Belgium and be able to experience what it
was like to be a WW1 soldier and get to know in-depth history of the Great
War like the Battle of Passchendale which was part of the defence of Ypres,
against advancing and then retreating Germans. However, the most eyeopening experience of the trip for me was the visit to Tyne Cot Cemetery –
the vast number of different nationalities who died in this battle caught
me off-guard. It was also fascinating to see the unnamed soldiers in the
Cemetery.

Cadet Lance Corporal Sanjit Gurung
234 Westminster City School ACF
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ARMY CADET NEWS
BUSY TIMES FOR THE
NORTH WEST SECTOR

A presentation evening took place
at SHQ Hammersmith. Dignitaries
included Brigadier Richard Smith,
Deputy Commander HQ London
District, the Deputy Lieutenant of
Hounslow, Maria Pedro, as well as the
Honorary Colonel, Colonel Adrian Drage.

All were there to recognise the
achievements of both cadets and staff
from across the Sector including 192
Heston Detachment (Army Air Corps)
who were presented with an award
recognising their work within their
local community.

The Junior Cadet Instruction Course
took place at Hammersmith and is
used to assess the ability of junior
NCOs to see if they have the
potential to make further progress as
well as forming the final part of the
3 Star Army Proficiency Certificate.
They spent the weekend delivering
presentations and being assessed on
their delivery as well as their skills in
weapon handling, foot drill and
physical fitness.

In April, the cadets of 23 Company spent the Easter
weekend at Crowborough Camp in Sussex. In addition to
quad biking, they were also able to take part in archery
and axe throwing (laid on at an activity centre) as well
as the traditional cadet training syllabus.

The adult staff of 20 Company also paid a visit to
Crowborough to fine tune their skills. Over the weekend
they were put through their paces by the Company HQ
staff and tested to make sure that they are current in all
the subjects they teach to our young people.

CADET EXPANSION PROGRAMME
London headteachers interested in the Government’s
‘Cadet Expansion Programme’ (CEP) were invited to a
special reception on 11 June hosted by GL RFCA at the
Civil Service Club.
The headteachers met with military stakeholders to exchange
ideas and best practice in the setting up of new cadet units
before enjoying the military musical spectacular that is
Beating Retreat on Horse Guards Parade.
The CEP was launched by the Prime Minister in June 2012.
The aim was to encourage more than 100 state-funded
schools to set up a cadet unit by September 2015 – this was
achieved by March 2015 which included 12 schools in
London with many more having expressed interest.
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In July’s Budget, the Chancellor pledged a further £50m to the
programme.
Many cadets from the new units and partnerships will be at
camp this summer at Crowborough and other locations, some
for the second time. The key to success for new cadet units is
the enthusiasm and leadership of teachers and other Adult
Volunteers, and several outstanding officers have emerged in the
last couple of years. Demand for cadet places at CEP schools is
very strong, and the availability of financial support from the
Cadet Bursary Fund has been very helpful to headteachers in
planning the development and growth of new units, particularly
in helping to fund School Staff Instructor appointments in the
early years.

Ayeni for

the high jump
June 2015 saw Cadet Staff Sergeant Daniel Ayeni,
of 35 Detachment City of London and NE Sector
(CoLNES), win gold in the high jump at the National
ACF Athletics Competition.
Daniel cleared the bar at an impressive 1.72m beating his nearest
rival in the Senior Boys’ event by just 1cm. What is even more
impressive is that this is the 3rd year in a row that Daniel has
won the high jump – last year he even set a new record!
Thanks to Daniel’s efforts, London District won gold overall in the
Senior Boys’ age group, his points also contributing to London
District finishing in third place for the entire competition.

Honorary Colonel hangs up his beret
It was the end of an era in City
of London and NE Sector as we
said farewell to one of our stalwart
supporters.

Photo by Capt Kay Walker

Our Honorary Colonel, Colonel John Power,
hung up his beret after many years
supporting cadets and adult instructors in
our sector. Adult Volunteers joined Colonel
Jacqui Fogerty, Commandant of CoLNES,
in a reception for Colonel Power and
presented him with gifts and thanks for his
time and support.

As Honorary Colonel, Colonel Power has
championed the ACF in all quarters and has
delighted in the achievements of our cadets. A
regular visitor to ACF activities and camps, he is
well known and respected by cadets and
instructors alike.
His involvement with the military started with him
joining the Army Cadets and to prove it, he gamely
demonstrated how he could still fit in his cadet
uniform several decades later! We wish him a
happy, much deserved retirement – although
knowing him, it will still be very active!

Cadets help raise
£200,000 for hospice
St Christopher’s Hospice in Orpington held its Fun Walk in May.
The walk, now in its 25th year, attracted 3,000 participants –
the biggest ever turnout – and raised an amazing £200,000.
Cadets from 101 (Penge) Platoon Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
supported walkers by directing and clearing routes along the 3, 5, 8 or
11 mile courses surrounding Keston Common in Kent.
Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major Emily Romeril, who organised the Cadets’
support of the event, said, “St Christopher’s is not only an inspirational
charity but also a local one that all the cadets know; to be able to help and
support this day allows us to give a little back to our community.”

St Christopher’s was founded in 1967 by Dame Cicely Saunders to provide and promote care
of the highest quality for dying people. Its vision is based on her belief that compassionate
care embraces emotional, spiritual and practical support as well as pain and symptom
control. St Christopher’s serves an ethnically and socially diverse area of London, covering
Lambeth, Southwark, Lewisham, Croydon and Bromley.
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YOU LONDON comprises the Sea Cadet Corps, Army Cadet Force,
Air Training Corps, Volunteer Police Cadets, Fire Cadets, Scouts,
Girl Guiding UK, Boys’ Brigade, Girls’ Brigade and St John
Ambulance, encompassing 80,000 youngsters and 15,000 adult
volunteers.

Haringey’s Youth
celebrate their
victory on Armed
Forces Day

On 28 June, over 70 of
Haringey’s Sea, Army, Air,
Marine and Police Cadets
plus the Scouts, led by the
Metropolitan Police Emerald
Pipes and Drums, marched
proudly from Scout Park at
Bounds Green to the Civic
Centre in Haringey to mark
Armed Forces Day and to
hear which of them was the
winner of the annual intergroup skills competition.
Throughout the day before,
Scout Park had been a hive
of activity as teams pitted
their wits against each other,
meeting challenges and
showing off their skills in
command tasks, archery
and leadership.
Representative Deputy
Lieutenant for Haringey,
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Captain Peter Baker RNR (Retd)
commented: “This is a very
special weekend for us here
in Haringey, not only because
we are marking Armed Forces
Day but because we are able
to celebrate the tremendous
contribution of the many
uniformed youth organisations
in the Borough. I thank both
the young people and their
adult leaders.”
After an inspection, the results
were announced and a huge
cheer went up when current
trophy holders, Haringey
Volunteer Police Cadets,
were announced as the 2015
competition winners. The
Mayor, Councillor Jennifer
Mann, congratulated everyone
and presented the winners’
trophy and medals.

YOUTH AND VETERANS
CELEBRATE VE DAY

Photo credit: Stewart Turkington

Members of YOU London
joined the rest of the nation
on 9 May to celebrate the
70th anniversary of VE Day,
taking part in a fun 1945themed party to mark the
occasion. The event, organised
and hosted by GL RFCA,
was held at HMS PRESIDENT
near Tower Bridge.

Armed with their 1945
‘ration book’ invitations, the
cadets and veterans joined
150 guests for what was an
amazing day full of wartime
memories and stories to
mark seventy years since
the end of the Second
World War in Europe.

All photos on page 8 & 9 unless otherwise stated: Michael Nolan

The party, complete with air
raid sirens, wartime-themed
food, bunting and music
from the 1940s provided
the perfect opportunity for
young and old alike to
celebrate this historic day,
and thank local veterans,
many of whom had served
in the War.

Guests were treated to
familiar musical favourites
played by Air Cadets from
56 (Woolwich) Squadron
ATC and a combined Corps
of Drums provided a
spectacular display. The
party concluded with a set
by the exceptionally talented
singer Beatie Wolfe.
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Remembering Gallipoli
Army Cadets from 95 (Eltham)
Cadet Detachment and 96
(Grove Park) Detachment,
together with Air Cadets from
56 (Woolwich) Squadron, took
part in the commemorations of
the Centenary of the Gallipoli
Landings.
The Service, held at the Holy Trinity
Church in Eltham, also marked the
restoration of the only memorial in
the UK to the Gallipoli Campaign.

The Armed Forces Community
Covenant Fund contributed towards
the cost of the restoration.
Representatives from C Company
(Royal Regiment of Fusiliers) The
London Regiment based in Balham
and Blackheath were also part of the
congregation. They are directly linked
to the Territorials which were part of
the British Army’s 29th Division who
fought in Gallipoli.

© S E Rowse

Waterloo 200 Parade
Over 150 cadets took part in the Waterloo 200 Parade
along The Mall at 18.15 on Sunday 21 June which was
led by the Band of the Royal Marines from Portsmouth

© S E Rowse
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and involved a further seven European military bands
including a cadet band from Sweden (pictured with Air
Cadets from the UK).
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Going to University?
If you are moving onto higher
education this year, did you know
that you can get paid to keep on
enjoying the great times, training
and friendship you experienced in
the Cadets?

at least two academic years or
however long your degree course
takes to complete. Pay is at the
standard service rate, with a bounty
paid on the completion of each full
year’s training programme.

Each Service offers broad military
experience, adventurous training
Almost all universities and colleges in
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern opportunities and a fantastic social
life. You could be sailing in the
Ireland provide Officer Training. Each
Mediterranean, preparing for annual
Service is represented by its own
camp abroad, looking forward to a
university organisation with no call-up
liability. Recruitment takes place in early mountain expedition in Corsica or
organising a Ball. Sports include
October – visit the stands at Freshers
rugby, hockey, netball, football, polo
Fayres. Membership is open to
and skiing as well as skydiving,
undergraduates who meet certain
trekking and rock climbing.
admission criteria and will usually last

To find out more about what
happens in London, contact:
University Royal Naval
Unit (URNU)
HMS PRESIDENT,
72 St Katharine’s Way,
London E1W 1UQ

University of London
Officer Training Corps
(ULOTC)

University of London
Air Squadron (ULAS)

Yeomanry House, Handel
Street, London WC1N 1NP

RAF Northolt,
West End Road,
Ruislip HA4 6NG

020 7481 7344

020 7414 3890

020 8833 8258

www.londonurnu.com

www.ulotc.co.uk

www.ulas.org.uk
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AIR CADETS NEWS

Best in
the UK!
56 (Woolwich) Squadron have been
officially recognised as the best Squadron
in the UK and are the proud recipients
of the Sir Alan Lees Trophy 2015.
Air Marshal Sir Alan Lees first presented the
trophy in 1949 and it is awarded annually to
the Squadron judged by the organisation’s
head, currently Air Commodore Dawn
McCafferty, to be the top unit – which is no
small task considering there are 1,000 to
choose from! Sir Alan Lees’s first command
in the Royal Air Force was 56 Squadron, so
it is extremely fitting his trophy has now
been won by 56 (Woolwich) Squadron ATC.

This is a fantastic achievement for a
Squadron which only had 5 cadets in 2008.
It is in no small part due to the dedication
of the cadets, adult volunteers and last but
not least the Officer Commanding, Flight
Lieutenant Mark Bird, who was also named
best London Wing Squadron Officer
Commanding in 2014.
Flight Lieutenant Bird said, “It’s a privilege
and honour to achieve such an accolade.

9F SQUADRON VISIT
IX (B) SQUADRON

Massive congratulations go to my staff and
civilian committee for their commitment and
dedication to the Squadron. Special mention
should also go to the Worshipful Company of
Lightmongers and their Master for their
support and encouragement over the years;
we treasure our affiliation. The biggest stars are
the cadets of 56 Squadron. Every single cadet
has played their part in making the Squadron
a success through their commitment,
enthusiasm, loyalty and dedication.”

A Day to Remember

Cadets and staff from 9F (Islington) Squadron
ATC surprised their counterparts at IX (B)
Squadron RAF, during a visit to RAF Marham,
Norfolk by presenting a certificate to the
Squadron to commemorate 100 years of
operations around the globe.
Cadets and staff were also treated to a guided tour
of RAF Marham, courtesy of the Station’s excellent
Air Cadet Liason Team.
Flight Lieutenant Bhachoo, Officer Commanding 9F
Squadron said, “Giving cadets from the Squadron
the unique opportunity to spend a day on an active
RAF Station is testament to the support the unit
receives from IX (B) Squadron.”

I had the honour of representing Middlesex Wing and the ATC at the
National Service of Thanksgiving for VE D
 ay in Westminster Abbey
during which I read a prayer for the congregation (which was broadcast
live on the BBC).
After the service, everyone made their way to Horse Guards Parade where
the Army, Royal Air Force, Royal Marines and Royal Navy were smartly
marched onto parade and reviewed by Prince Charles and David Cameron,
followed by a long procession of veterans from the UK and Commonwealth
who waved to members of the public in the stands, who cheered back.
There was a fly past by a Spitfire and two Hurricanes of the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight followed by the RAF Red Arrows.
I feel truly honoured to have played such a small part in the celebrations
and privileged to have spoken to so many wonderful veterans. I believe
that it is extremely important to remember the courageous service and
sacrifice of a remarkable generation of men and women who helped to
secure the peace and freedom which we and future generations can
exercise.
Cadet Warrant Officer Jordy-Xavier Black, 1454 (Harrow) Squadron
(pictured with Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford)
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A great win for Middlesex Wing
In April, after months of hard training,
154 cadets and staff from Middlesex
Wing took part in the gruelling 50 mile
two-day road march held annually by
the RAF Walking and Road Marching
Association (WARMA). The march is
open to all Regular Forces personnel,
all Reservists, cadet personnel from
any service and civilian members of
WARMA.
There were ten teams from the Wing on
the parade square before 06.00, ready to
walk. Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty,
Commandant Air Cadets (pictured right),
wished all the cadet teams the best of
luck, as well as receiving the salute as
they marched out of the station.
Despite the changeable weather on Day 1,
all of the Middlesex Wing cadets crossed
the finish line with smiles on their faces.
In total, 152 out of the 154 Middlesex Wing
marchers completed the second day of
the march, thereby earning themselves
the coveted RAFWARMA 2-Day medal. As
the last Middlesex Wing team approached
the finish line, the nine other teams
cheered them on as they finished in a
fantastic display of Wing camaraderie.

The triumphant mood continued as,
during the final parade, the RAFWARMA
Committee announced Middlesex Wing as
the recipient of the Yogi Adams award.
This award, normally given to the best
single team which has displayed
determination, fortitude and high morale
throughout the weekend, was presented to
the entire Wing, as the judges were so
impressed with all 10 teams and found it
impossible to pick one team over the others.

Historic
win for 46F

This was a fantastic event for the cadets and
staff of Middlesex Wing. It is a testament to
not only the hard work and training that everyone
put in, but also to the character of each
individual, each team and ultimately the Wing.
Flight Lieutenant Neil Chamberlain
Officer Commanding
1454 (Harrow) Squadron ATC

46F (Kensington) Squadron were determined that 2015 was the year
that they put in everything to try and win the Inness Sword Competition
for the first time in many years. The competition within London Wing is
to find ‘the best, of the best, of the best’. It had been years, decades
even, since 46F last won this award.
As a squadron they pushed and worked hard and stood true to the ethos
and motto of the Royal Air Force, ‘Per Ardua ad Astra’ (Through Adversity to
the Stars), as well as their own motto, ‘We Rise to Conquer’ that is taken from
46 Squadron RAF.
There are eight parts to the competition: the obstacle course, archery,
observation, navigation, first aid, shooting, stretcher run and drill. Each
requires a different set of skills. The eight cadets from 46F all had their own
unique strengths, and as a team, they became a force to be reckoned with.
CWO Maddie Butler said the team were “So happy and proud to have won this
year’s Inness Sword competition. We worked hard during the months leading
up to it, and we couldn’t have done it without the commitment and
determination that all have contributed, so we couldn’t be happier that it paid
off. Thank you to all the staff involved! It was such an enjoyable and
exhilarating weekend. Well done to all the other London Wing teams that
competed, the many squadrons that won an event and the squadrons who
have overwhelmed us with messages of congratulations!”
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COMBINED CADET FORCE NEWS
Alleyn’s School: Spitfire March 2015
In May, 12 NCOs from the CCF
embarked on the notoriously tough
Spitfire March, an annual Air Cadets’
event which starts and finishes at
Dibgate Army Training Camp in
Kent, with a choice of three
different routes: 12, 16 or 25 miles.
We were one of a few to be taking
on the longest march – a route
around the Folkestone area. It was
both mentally and physically tough
and by the end we were all totally

exhausted but relieved to have
completed it together. It was great
to be part of such a difficult yet
rewarding experience and along the
way we even had the opportunity to
visit the Spitfire war memorial
commemorating the effort of RAF
squadrons in WWII as well as
completing our challenge to raise
£780 for the disaster relief in Nepal.
WO2 Steve Hawkins
School Staff Instructor

Highlights of
Wilson’s School
CCF Year
Members of the CCF were asked to attend the National
Commemoration of the Centenary of the Gallipoli and
ANZAC Campaigns in April at the Cenotaph. HM The Queen
and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh joined crowds paying
tribute to the 131,000 troops who died during the Gallipoli
campaign – including some 25,000 British military
personnel and 10,000 from Australia and New Zealand.

As part of the 70th anniversary of VE Day, cadets from the
CCF were invited to a Service of Thanksgiving at Westminster
Abbey, to represent not only their unit, but also the CCF as a
whole.
Lieutenant Marshall commented, “We were fortunate enough
to meet a number of veterans on the day, some of whom
served with forebears of our regiment. I truly believe it is an
experience that neither the cadets, nor I, will ever forget; we
were privileged to be there.”
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Cadet Oliver Wales attended the Air Cadet Organisation
National Marching Band Easter Camp at RAF Halton. Oliver
had a very challenging but enjoyable week. He was awarded a
Gold Lyre badge as a member of the National Marching Band
which was an outstanding achievement and a prestigious first
for Wilson’s School CCF.
At the end of the camp, Oliver and the rest of the Band
performed alongside the Band of the Royal Marines in Oxford.

Kingston
Grammar
School
CCF
Kingston Grammar School CCF have been
extremely busy so far this year with the
celebration of the CCF’s 100th anniversary, with
cadets attending a number of high profile events,
going on courses, helping with community-based
activities plus further training as we approached
the CCF summer camp season.

Over Easter the CCF visited Sennybridge Training Camp for a 4 day adventurous training camp.
The cadets got the opportunity to test their navigation skills during an exercise in the Brecon
Beacons. They also visited the Llangorse Outdoor Activities Centre, where they participated in
various outdoor activities including rock climbing, high ropes confidence courses and horse
riding in the foothills of the Black Mountains.

The contingent is also extremely proud to
have taken part in several civil engagement
events throughout the year, such as the
Kingston Crown Court Service, where the
contingent provided parade support in the
form of route lining the main street in
Kingston for the Mayor and of course the
Service of Remembrance.

The 100th anniversary was celebrated with
two significant events; the Centenary
Biennial Inspection on 19 March and a
formal dinner, held on 21 March. Both
events were a great success and saw many
of the school alumni, including Lieutenant
General Jonathon Riley, our reviewing
officer and guest of honour, return to help
us mark this extremely special year in the
CCF’s illustrious history.

The RAF section went to RAF Benson
for a flying experience day. The cadets
got the chance to fly and were allowed
to steer and turn the plane and
generally to develop further their
aviation knowledge.

In June, a Waterloo Concert was held at
St Mary Magdalene Church in Richmond
marking the 200th anniversary of the Battle
of Waterloo and acknowledging the help
and support that The Poppy Factory gives
in producing thousands of poppies each
year. Four cadets were in charge of collecting
donations and selling raffle tickets and
raised £2,500 to help The Poppy Factory.

Our new CCF Banner, which was kindly
donated to the Contingent by the Parent
Staff Association, on display at this year’s
Biennial Inspection.

The pinnacle of the year has got to be the eagerly anticipated Army summer
camp at Barry Buddon in Scotland and the RAF summer camp at RAF High
Wycombe. Good luck to everyone involved in these.
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UPDATE
More than 13,000 people from across
the world are now avidly following the
story of Walter Carter, a Territorial
Force soldier from Battersea, on
Facebook. Told through social media
as well as a blog, the events of the
First World War are brought to life
through a cast of characters, who
report on daily life 100 years ago,
in real-time. All of them have had their lives changed by the
events of war, both on the Front and
back at home in Britain. The next few
months of the story are set to be even
more absorbing, as the characters
face the new challenges of 1915 such
as Zeppelin attacks, food shortages,
the use of poison gas and the start of
many long and costly battles.
Authenticity is key to the project so,
with that in mind, the WW1 Soldier’s
Tale team decided to follow in Walter
Carter’s footsteps with a trip to the

battlefields of Belgium and France in May. Led by Major Derrick
Harwood, GL RFCA Archivist and Military Historian, the team
of David Noble, Nikky Pye and Diz Majores from DNA, who
developed and manage the not-for-profit project, were given
a personal and detailed tour of many sites including Ypres,
Thiepval, Tyne Cot Cemetery, Vimy Ridge and Hill 60.
One of the key locations was the site of the Battle of Loos,
as Walter Carter and his unit, the 1/23rd (County of London)
Battalion The London Regiment, will soon be taking part in the
fighting there. The Battle claimed over 8,500 lives on the first
day alone. Being able to see the terrain
and the still visible scars of battle
first-hand really gave the team a better
understanding of what it must have
been like for young men like Walter who
lived through it – it was a fascinating,
humbling and moving experience. It
was only fitting that the team finished
the trip by laying a wreath at the Menin
Gate on behalf of the partnership of GL
RFCA, Wandsworth Council and DNA.

To follow the story of Walter, his friends and family, visit:
facebook.com/WW1SoldiersTale
twitter.com/WW1SoldiersTale
WW1SoldiersTale.co.uk/blog

WW1 Soldier’s Tale
from March 1914 to
June 1915 will soon be
released as a book!

If you would like to support the project, or would like more information,
please contact david@dnal.co.uk or call 01235 831006

More details to follow –
check the website for updates. . .

The Ulysses Trust provides financial support
to encourage challenging and adventurous
activities by members of the UK’s Volunteer
Reserve and Cadet Forces.
Since our formation in 1992, we have been
able to help over 20,000 Reservists and
Cadets initiate, plan and take part in more
than 1,600 expeditions to all parts of the world.
If you are planning some Adventurous Training
or an expedition, do visit our website to find
out details of the support we can offer.

To strive, to seek,
to find, and not to yield
www.ulyssestrust.co.uk

Cadet London Bridge is published twice a year – January and July. We are always interested in stories celebrating Cadets’ activities –
adventurous training, ceremonial duties, community involvement or personal achievement – the more unusual and interesting, the better.
150-300 words with well-taken, high resolution photographs are what we need, ideally by 1st December and 1st June.
Please send to Tony Pringle: gl-cedep@rfca.mod.uk or call 020 7384 4667 if you want to know more.
Edited, designed and produced by DNA Ltd www.dnal.co.uk

